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Complainant, Danny Bryant, was first employed by the Pittston Company
at its Kentland-Elkhorn Mine in Mouthcard, Kentucky in March 1975.  Starting
as a general inside, Mr. Bryant advanced to motor switchman and later to
repairman.  Although his formal education stopped at the sixth grade, Danny
learned quickly and was considered a good and diligent worker.  So good,
in fact, that during the latter half of 1978 he persuaded Lloyd White,
Manager of the Birchfield Division of the Clinchfield Coal Company, another
subsidiary of Pittston, to obtain a waiver of the company policy against
intercompany transfers without a break in service.  As a result, around
the middle of February 1979, Bryant was able to transfer to Pittston's
Pilgrim Mine JL/ which was located just six miles from his new home in Wise,
Virginia with a minimal break in service and loss of income.

The function of a repairman is to perform electrical, mechanical and
hydraulic repairs on all types of mining equipment.  Much of the work was
performed above ground in the repair shop which was warm and dry but
frequently involved working underground to repair equipment in the low
coal (32 to 36 inches) of the Pilgrim Mine.  In the winter of 1980, this
required a miner to work in a cold, damp, dusty, physically demanding
and restricted underground environment.

I/  The Pilgrim was a UMWA mine.  In August 1981 Pittston closed the mine
and turned it over to a contract operator.
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